
Intelligence fantasies
Duncan Campbell writes: The lobbyists of the right
have hit back at the allegations of Mr Sia Zand - the
Iranian defector who claims that certain British
journalists have been in the pay of the Shah of Iran'
- in a burst of fantasy which illuminates them rather,
than Zand. In the New York Times of 23 November
'British Intelligence Sources known for a generally
hard line attitude' are quoted on the subject of Mr
Zand, who, they say, 'has been taken over by "the
Agee ring" , - said to be a group of writers and
activists who were friendly with CIA critic Philip
Agee. The 'sources' ventured one name of this
Agee circle - mine. Because of these taunts, Mr
Zand was not to he trusted.
Mr Zand has not met me, or indeed anyone who

might he part of an 'Agee ring' as described. The
-incident points to a clear and no doubt witting
fantasy being perpetrated by some sections of Brit-
ish intelligence agencies and their lobbyists, namely
that any critic of their activities is a servant of
Moscow, orchestrated by betes noires like Agee ..

Mr Zand's allegations still await substantiation,
although it is notable that the Iranian embassy has
admitted the practice of giving expensive gifts to
journalists. Embassy spokesmen have helpfully
refuted any suggestion that Mr Zand was 'a puppet
of communists or Trotskyites'.
The fantasies of 'British intelligence sources' will

also leave their mark elsewhere this week.
Attorney-General Sam Silkin is to face a meeting;
of the Parliamentary Labour Party this Thursday to
explain why he allowed 'unsubstantiated' and
'oppressive' charges under Section One of the Offi-.
cia! Secrets Act to be brought in the recent' trial
on the recommendation of security advisers.


